mocking salutation that corresponded to "Hail, Caesar!" (NASB notes) j) With no end in sight they were continuously violently hit Christ on the very head that the thorn brush crown was placed. k) Instead of the kiss that is custom of their day for a king they continuous spit in the ground. "Spit on him -Probably a parody on the kiss of homage that was customary in the Near East when in the presence of royalty." (NASB notes) l) The not only despised Him as king they also despised Him as Lord. He was totally despised.
3. They made fun of Him for believing that Christ is King of the Jews. a) Jesus' suffering before the Roman authorities was exemplary for Mark's readers who would be subjected to similar ridicule before pagan authorities (cf. comments on Mark 13:9-13). [6] 4. They made Him a slave; a man with honor, among the worthless. They look off the clothes but not the crown. Because it is a feast and work is forbidden, Simon is not coming from "the field" (literally) as a worker; perhaps he is late for the festival, only now arriving from Cyrene or from where he is residing temporarily in the countryside. [7] 2. They were not going to stop until they achieve their purpose. a) Jesus' reaction to all this misguided treatment was a calm, quiet assurance that He was in the center of His Father's will. They led Him out to crucify Him indicates that the place of crucifixion was outside the city itself (Heb. 13:12). All three synoptic Gospels identify Jesus' cross bearer as Simon of Cyrene, but only Mark adds that he was the father of Alexander and Rufus. These men may have been known to Mark's Roman audience, and it is interesting that Paul greets a Rufus in Rom. 16:13. [8] b) They forced him to carry the cross (15:21). Normally, a condemned person carried the crossbeam (patibulum) to the crucifixion site, where a vertical post (stipes, staticulum) had already been fixed in the ground. Wood was scarce, and crosses were probably used more than once. Plutarch says that "every criminal who goest to execution must carry his own cross on his back." [9] 3. The place they took Jesus will always be interpreted as a place of death. a) According to Roman law (and Jewish, Lev. 24:14), crucifixion was to take place outside the city. Quintilian commended crucifixion as a deterrent and noted that the executioners chose "the most crowded roads where the most people can see and be moved by this fear." Josephus reports that during the siege of Jerusalem, the Romans crucified five hundred or more victims every day opposite the wall, nailing their victims in different postures as a spectacle for those in the city. 374 The crucifixion site would be near roads leading into the city where people could learn what happens to malefactors and would-be kings. [10] 4. They continuously kept giving Him wine mixed with myrrh to help His pain but Christ refused because He must suffer for our sins.
a) The imperfect tense, edidoun, is better translated they were going to give. Jesus refused the drink after tasting it and discovering what it was (Mt 27:34). Myrrh served as a drug administered to deaden the torture of the horrible death of crucifixion. Jesus, however, refused to allow such a stupifying potion to cloud his senses. [11] b) Another possibility is that this gesture continues the mocking of Jesus as a triumphant king. At the end of a Roman triumphant procession, the triumphator is offered a cup of ceremonial wine that he refuses to drink but pours out on the altar at the moment of sacrifice. Jesus rejects the offer of wine because he has made a vow of abstinence at the Last Supper (14:25) and wishes to remain fully conscious to the bitter end. He will drink the Father's cup instead (14:36). [12] C. Crucified (vs. 24-26):
1. The entire process of nailing Christ to the cross, raising the cross putting a spear in His side was done with the mindset of not stopping until it was fully completed.
